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International Best Practices (Excerpt)

Australia: Combating child sex tourism.

The NGO, Child Wise, along with the Government of Australia, has sponsored a regional
education campaign to combat child sex tourism that was adopted by the ten ASEAN
Tourism Ministers on January 16, 2006. The program aims to heighten the awareness of
child sex trafficking/tourism, among airline personnel, travel agents, and immigration
and visa officials, as well as the general public. It urges target audiences to call a local
hotline to report suspicious activities.

The program is especially valuable for local law enforcement agencies' efforts to detect
and prosecute pedophiles and child sex offenders. The 18th Global Task Force to Protect
Children from Sexual Exploitation in Tourism invited Child Wise to present its campaign
model at its March 10, 2006, conference in Berlin. Last year, Australia began 24 child sex
tourism investigations, charged seven people, and secured one conviction. Thus far,
Australia has prosecuted 17 people under its extraterritorial legislation.

Bangladesh: Disseminating Anti-Trafficking information to at-risk women.

The Government of Bangladesh has instituted a program in which anti-trafficking
information is distributed to members of micro-credit lending programs. Underprivileged
women, particularly those in rural areas of Bangladesh, are the primary beneficiaries of
microcredit; they are also among the most at-risk populations for trafficking. By
distributing anti-trafficking brochures during microcredit lending sessions, the
government reached 400,000 at-risk women in 39,061 sessions, warning these women of
the dangers of trafficking. This example shows the beneficial relationship between anti-
trafficking campaigns and broader economic and social development initiatives.

Bosnia and Herzegovina and Tajikistan: Effective police strategies.

The Anti-Trafficking Strike Force in Bosnia and Herzegovina conducted four major raids in
2005 and 2006 that resulted in the rescue of 26 victims and the apprehension of at least
14 traffickers. This unit exemplifies the importance of close cooperation between
prosecutors and police in effectively executing successful raids to rescue victims and
arrest traffickers. It also highlights the practical results of bringing different police
agencies together to cooperate on trafficking investigations. As a result of one raid, one
of the most notorious night bars in central Bosnia was shut down.

Tajikistan set up elite anti-trafficking units consisting of two to four specially trained
police investigators in regions throughout the country. An increased number of these
units led to 81 trafficking investigations in 2005, a significant increase from 2004.

Brazil: Targeting major re-entry points for Victims Assistance Centers.

Many victims trafficked abroad are eventually deported or repatriated back to their home
countries and need a helping hand upon their return. In Brazil, most victims returning
from foreign countries re-enter the country through Sao Paulo’s international airport. The
State of Sao Paulo has worked in partnership with an NGO to establish a victim support
center near the airport so that returning victims have prompt access to help. The NGO
Association for the Defense of Women and Youth assisted more than 150 women and



girls during the past two years by arranging transportation to get victims back to their
final home communities and providing information about government protection services
and legal procedures.

Colombia and Ecuador: Using popular culture to spread public awareness.

Public and private partnerships are using mainstream entertainment to help spread anti-
trafficking messages. In Colombia, The United Nations Office of Drugs and Crime
(UNODC), worked with the producer of the popular soap opera "Everybody Loves
Marilyn" to incorporate a storyline for the role of "Catalina" that dramatized the plight of
a trafficking victim. Use of the widely viewed television Spanish language series,
broadcast throughout Colombia and exported to Venezuela, Ecuador, and the United
States, educated the public, reaching large sections of the population.

It also helped potential victims identify with the character, and understand some of the
methods used to deceive victims and witness the abuse they could face in a trafficker’s
hands.

In Ecuador, volunteers from the National Institute for Children and Family (INNFA)
worked with visiting international musician Ricky Martin, his charitable foundation, and
Colombian entertainer Carlos Vives to disseminate anti-trafficking messages and
information that reached approximately 24,000 people attending their concerts in Quito
and Guayaquil. Some 50,000 soccer spectators in Ecuador watched a game played on a
field bedecked with a huge INNFA "No to Trafficking in Persons" graphic.

Ecuador: Using public transportation to spread Anti-Trafficking messages.

The municipality of Guayaquil and the Confederation of Taxicab Drivers for the greater
Guayaquil area worked together with an NGO to raise public awareness by placing
stickers with an anti-trafficking message inside local taxis. The stickers explain the
nature of trafficking, warn about heavy penalties for traffickers, and encourage the
reporting of trafficking crimes.

Ethiopia and Kuwait: Efforts to protect migrant workers in source and
destination countries.

The Ethiopian Immigration Office provides printed information on trafficking in persons,
including organizations to contact for help in foreign countries, to thousands of Ethiopians
applying for passports to work outside the country. It also requires applicants to view an
IOM-produced video, "Make the Right Choice," on the risks of human trafficking inherent
in overseas employment and what to do in case of victimization.

The Kuwait Union of Domestic Labor Offices (KUDLO), an association of labor recruitment
agencies, under the leadership of General Manager Hashim Majid Mohammed, paved the
way for protection of expatriate workers in Kuwait. KUDLO partnered with the Al-Haqooq
law firm and several source country embassies to provide free legal services to domestic
workers who faced problems with their employers.

KUDLO has been working hard to create the first Kuwaiti-run shelter for domestic
workers, who will be able to get speedy legal and administrative assistance to resolve
workplace problems such as the lack of pay or harassment. In response to the
widespread problem of substituting contracts signed by workers in their home country, in
their native language, with new, less favorable contracts in Arabic, KUDLO facilitated an
agreement whereby the Indian Embassy and KUDLO review, sign, and file a copy of the
contract of every Indian domestic worker before he or she comes to Kuwait.



The agreement also provides insurance to the worker in case of health or legal problems.
It is working to sign similar agreements with other embassies. KUDLO also brought
together arriving migrants with their prospective employers to educate both in their
rights and responsibilities.

Indonesia and Lithuania: Mobilizing scouts and students.

In 2004, the Scout Movement, which incorporates nearly all public school students across
the country, began an antitrafficking campaign in Indramayu, West Java, where too
many young women and girls fall victim to trafficking. In its current phase, the Scout
Movement will provide anti-trafficking education to 25,000 students in 116 schools in the
Indramayu area by August 2006.

The Scout Movement has trained 285 school-level facilitators who utilize innovative
training and a campaign kit containing a four-part video documentary, comic books, and
other anti-trafficking materials. The national Scout movement is considering expanding
the program to other districts and instituting an anti-trafficking merit badge to encourage
more Scouts to learn about and promote anti-trafficking efforts. The Scout’s involvement
in anti-trafficking is part of a larger strategy initiated by the Indonesian Government, the
American Center for International Labor Solidarity (the Solidarity Center), and the
International Catholic Migration Commission (ICMC) to mobilize existing mass-
membership institutions and their significant networks to combat trafficking.

Similarly, Lithuania has also been raising awareness in the classroom. The Missing Person
Families Support Center designed an educational program for schools to ensure students
have adequate information on the risks of trafficking. Center employees give students
one-hour lessons including viewing a documentary in which young victims tell their
stories. Students also engage in a roundtable discussion and receive anti-trafficking
brochures. The Center conducts 20 of these sessions annually.

Malawi: Local awareness enables identification of traffickers.

To enhance its ability to combat child trafficking, the Government of Malawi hired district-
level child protection officers to conduct country-wide sensitization meetings that
educated rural communities about human trafficking. Informative posters and brochures
were also used to raise awareness among local populations. Villagers in the Malawian
town of Mchinji learned to recognize trafficking activities through this educational
campaign and, soon after, quickly notified local police of a suspicious man attempting to
cross the border with a group of children. An investigation ensued, and the man was
convicted and sentenced to seven years imprisonment with hard labor for trafficking
children. After receiving similar types of education in human trafficking, local
communities in Burkina Faso and Guyana have also been able to successfully identify
instances of trafficking in their communities.

The Philippines: Emphasizing need for task forces at local level.

The city of Zamboanga formed a local version of the Inter-Agency Council Against
Trafficking (IACAT) that mirrors the national council. The body brings together local
government units involved with trafficking to foster close coordination in pursuing TIP
cases. During 2005, local police, prosecutors, and social workers effectively cooperated in
order to achieve the first conviction in the country under the 2003 anti-trafficking law.
After the victim in the case came forward, the city’s Social Welfare and Development
Office worked with police to help investigate the case. Police also worked closely with the
prosecutor’s office. Finally, the court made this trafficking case a priority, which allowed
the case to be concluded in a record five months. The mayor’s office set an outstanding
example by making known to local government agencies its commitment to fighting
human trafficking.



Romania: Candid and cooperative with private researchers.

The Government of Romania commissioned the most comprehensive report on human
trafficking in Romania to date. The report was supported and partially financed by
UNICEF, and researched by a nongovernmental entity. Researchers had complete access
to government officials and official information enabling the report to be extremely
candid and critical of current gaps in anti-trafficking policy. The report has already begun
to serve as a roadmap for how to improve government efforts.
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