
XXVII. TURKEY 
Population: 70,000,000 

Religious make-up: 99% Muslim 

Membership OSCE: Original - Helsinki Final Act: Original - Charter of Paris: 
Original 

Membership Council of Europe: 13/04/50 - 24/10/45 

  

A.     CONSTITUTION

  

Article 10. All individuals are equal without any discrimination before the law, irrespective of language, race, colour, sex, political 
opinion, philosophical belief, religion and sect, or any such considerations. 

  

Article 14. None of the rights and freedoms embodied in the Constitution shall be exercised with the aim of violating the indivisible 
integrity of the State with its territory and nation, of endangering the existence of the Turkish State and Republic, of destroying 
fundamental rights and freedoms, of placing the government of the State under the control of an individual or a group of people, or 
establishing the hegemony of one social class over others, or creating discrimination on the basis of language, race, religion or sect, or 
of establishing by any other means a system of government based on these concepts and ideas.  

  

The sanctions to be applied against those who violate these prohibitions, and those who incite and provoke others to the same end 
shall be determined by law. 

  

Article  15. In times of war, mobilisation, martial law, or state of emergency, the exercise of fundamental rights and freedoms can be 
partially or entirely suspended, or measures may be taken, to the extent required by the exigencies of the situation, which derogate the 
guarantees embodied in the Constitution, provided that obligations under international law are not violated.  

  

Even under the circumstances indicated in the first paragraph, the individual's right to life, and the integrity of his material and 
spiritual entity shall be inviolable except where the death sentence has been decided upon; no one may be compelled to reveal his 
religion, conscience, thought or opinion, nor be accused on account of them; offences and penalties may not be made retroactive, nor 
may anyone be held guilty until so proven by a court judgment. 

  

IV. Freedom of Religion and Conscience 

  

Article  24. Everyone has the right to freedom of conscience, religious belief and conviction.  



  

Acts of worship, religious services, and ceremonies shall be conducted freely, provided that they do not violate the provisions of 
Article 14.  

  

No one shall be compelled to worship, or to participate in religious ceremonies and rites, to reveal religious beliefs and convictions, or 
be blamed or accused because of his religious beliefs and convictions.  

  

Education and instruction in religion and ethics shall be conducted under State supervision and control. Instruction in religious culture 
and moral education shall be compulsory in the curricula of primary and secondary schools. Other religious education and instruction 
shall be subject to the individual's own desire, and in the case of minors, to the request of their legal representatives.  

  

No one shall be allowed to exploit or abuse religion or religious feelings, or things held sacred by religion, in any manner whatsoever, 
for the purpose of personal or political influence, or for even partially basing the fundamental, social, economic, political, and legal 
order of the State on religious tenets.  

  

VII. Freedom of Thought and Opinion 

  

Article  25. Everyone has the right to freedom of thought and opinion.  

  

No one shall be compelled to reveal his thoughts and opinions for any reason or purpose, nor shall anyone be blamed or accused on 
account of his thought and opinions. 

  

Article  29. Publication of periodicals or non-periodicals shall not be subject to prior authorisation or the deposit of a financial 
guarantee.  

  

To publish a periodical it shall suffice to submit the information and documents prescribed by law to the competent authority 
designated by law. If the information and documents submitted are found to be in contravention of law, the competent authority shall 
apply to the appropriate court for suspension of publication.  

  

The publication of periodicals, the conditions of publication, the financial resources and rules relevant to the profession of journalism 
shall be regulated by law. The law shall not impose any political, economic, financial, and technical conditions, obstructing or making 
difficult the free dissemination of news, thought, or beliefs. 

  

B.     LEGISLATION

  



Relevant Provisions of the Criminal Code 

The Law on Associations  

The Lausanne Peace Treaty  

  

CONSCIENTIOUS OBJECTION

  

Military Service Act 

Military Penal Code 
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